Nonprofit Cold Email Templates
Six nonprofit cold email templates for sponsors, foundations, and donors: first-touch, follow-up, value-add, social proof, break-up, and referral-ask.
First-touch email
When to use: Send it as the opening email in a sponsor sequence, before any phone follow-up.
Subject
[company] + [org]: helping [cause] locally
Email
Hi [contact name],
I lead [org], where we work on [cause] right here in the community. I am reaching out because [company] keeps coming up when local people talk about businesses that genuinely give back, and that reputation is exactly why I wanted to connect.
We are lining up partners for the year ahead, and companies like yours usually see their name in front of thousands of engaged local supporters while funding work that delivers real, measurable results rather than vague promises.
Given your [local tie], I think there is a natural fit worth exploring together. Would you be open to [meeting length] so I can walk you through what a partnership looks like and the recognition your team would receive?
Thank you for taking the time to consider it.
[your name]
Follow-up email
When to use: Send it three to five business days after the first-touch email with no response.
Subject
Quick follow-up for [contact name]
Email
Hi [contact name],
I know your inbox is busy, so I will keep this short. I wrote last week about a possible partnership between [company] and [org], and I did not want it to slip through the cracks.
Since then we crossed a milestone I thought you would appreciate: [impact stat]. Partners get to share moments like that with their customers and staff, which is part of what makes this more than a logo on a banner.
If the timing is right, I would still love [meeting length] to talk it through. We are finalizing partners by [deadline], so I wanted to make sure you had the chance.
No pressure either way, and thanks again.
[your name]
Value-add email
When to use: Send it when a prospect has gone quiet and you want to lead with value, not an ask.
Subject
Thought this might help your [focus area] work
Email
Hi [contact name],
No ask today, I promise. I know [foundation] cares deeply about [focus area], and we recently put together [resource] that I thought your team might find genuinely useful.
One thing it surfaced that surprised even us: [insight]. Whether or not we ever work together, I would rather this be in the hands of people who can act on it than sitting on our shelf gathering dust.
At [org] we live in this space every day, so if it sparks any questions, I am always happy to compare notes. There is no agenda beyond being useful to you.
Hope it helps, and keep up the important work you are doing.
[your name]
Social-proof email
When to use: Send it when a prospect is interested but has not committed and needs proof.
Subject
How [partner example] made their support count
Email
Hi [contact name],
I wanted to share a quick story that might make the decision easier. When [partner example] came on board with [org], they were not sure sponsorship would move the needle for them.
Within a year they saw [result], and just as importantly, their staff felt proud to be part of something that mattered in the community. That mix of visibility and meaning is what keeps partners with us year after year.
I think [company] could see something similar, and I would love to show you exactly how we would get there together. Could we find [meeting length] in the next week or two?
Happy to work around your calendar.
[your name]
Break-up email
When to use: Send it as the last email in a sequence after several unanswered touches.
Subject
Should I close the loop?
Email
Hi [contact name],
I have reached out a few times about [initiative] at [org], and I have not heard back, which is completely okay. I know how full a calendar can get.
Rather than keep landing in your inbox, I would rather ask you directly and save us both the guessing. Is supporting [mission] something that fits for you right now, or should I close the loop for now and reach out again further down the road?
Either answer is genuinely fine. A one-line reply like [easy reply] tells me everything I need, and I will respect it either way.
Thank you for the work you already do for causes you believe in, [close].
[your name]
Referral-ask email
When to use: Send it when your contact likes your work but does not control the budget.
Subject
A small favor, [contact name]?
Email
Hi [contact name],
Thank you again for being a friend to [org] and to the [cause] we work on. Your support genuinely means a lot to our whole team.
I have a small favor to ask. We are looking to grow our partnerships, and I think the right person for me to speak with is [decision maker], because [reason]. Would you be comfortable making a quick introduction?
To make it easy, I can send you a short blurb you can simply forward, something like [blurb], so it takes you thirty seconds and none of your goodwill.
No worries at all if it is not the right moment. Either way, I appreciate you.
[your name]
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